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THE MAN THAT STOOD BEFORE ME 
WAS NOT ONLY THE ONE IN CHARGE OF THE 
BIGGEST GUILD HALLS IN SAFIN, BUT WAS AN 

AA-CLASS ADVENTURER HIMSELF. 











HE HAD NO OBVIOUS OPENINGS 
AND THE PRESSURE OF HIS BLOODLUST 


WAS HEAVY, AS IF HE HAD NO INTENTION 


OF MAKING THIS A NORMAL TEST. 
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PLEASE PREPARE 
YOURSELF AND DON'T TAKE THIS... 
SFECIAL TREATMENT TO 
HEART. 
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EXCELLENT. 
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IT WAS CLEAR 
AS WE FOUGHT WHAT 
MY DISADVANTAGES WERE. 





MY MUSCLES WERE UNDEVELOPED 
AND | WAS MORE THAN A FOOT SHORTER 
THAN WHAT | WAS USED TO WHEN | WAS AT MY 


role OF am | ok) oe ee eed Fal eee |) OP ae el 
















MY BODY, TOUGHER FROM THE 
ASSIMILATION OF SYLVIA’S DRAGON WILL, 
WAS STILL WEAKER AGAINST A VETERAN FIGHTER 
WHOSE BODY WAS ENHANCED AND CLAD 
THICKLY IN MANA. 














DAMN... 


EVEN WITH ALL = 

OF MY TRAINING, I'M STILL — 

NOT; ACCUSTOMED. TO THIS = 
UNDEVELOPED BODY. 














| MUST APOLOGIZE FOR 
UNDERESTIMATING YOU. 





| SHALL BE A BIT 
MOKE SERIOUS NOW. 











AG (Ne FO ONE 


























AFTER ALL. 


SEEMS LIKE 
MISS FLAMESWORTH HAS 


PICKED UP SOMEONE WORTHWHILE 





THE WIND BULLETS AKE FAST 
AND NEAR IMPOSSIBLE TO SEE, 


BUT THEIR TRAJECTORIES ARE 
PREDICTABLE. 





| NEED TO CLOSE THE DISTANCE 
IF | AT LEAST WANT, A 
FIGHTING CHANCE! 
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| HAVEN'T, EVEN 
REGAINED MY FOOTING! 
HAS HE SNAPPEDE! 



























































| CAME TOO 
FARK 

















IMPRESSIVE 





HIS CASTING 
SPEED IS EVEN 
ay, 
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BLUIT THIS SPELL | HAD DEVISED 
TRULY SHINED... 








...WHEN USED IN NEAR-INSTANT 
SUCCESSION. 
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THERE EXISTS 
TWO SCHOOLS OF 
LIGHTNING MAGIC. 


EXTEKNAL 
AND 
INTEKNAL. 








WHILE BOOKS SAY THAT INTERNAL 
LIGHTNING MAGIC IS MUCH TOO HARD 
FOK MAGES TO LEARN FORK A RELATIVELY 
SMALL INCKEASE IN POWER, 
| DISAGREED. 
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= WITH MY ENHANCED SPEED = 
= AND REFLEXES, | SHOULD BE ABLE 
3 TO DODGE EVERYTHING... = 
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| GOT A BIT 
CARRIED AWAY TRYING 
TO TEST YOUR LIMITS. 
MY APOLOGIES. 








GIVEN THE FACT 
THAT YOU SO ADAMANTLY 
WITHHELD YOUR FULL ABILITIES 
UNTIL THE END, 


| CAN ONLY ASSUME 
THAT YOU WISH TO BE PLACED 
AT A LOWER RANK. 


































I'M SURE YOU HAVE 
NO PROBLEM WITH 
THIS? 



























/\( THANKS FOR BEIN 
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TH-THAT WAS THE LAST 
EXAMINATION FOR TODAY! 
GO TO THE FRONT DESK 
TO RECEIVE YOUR ADVENTURER’S 


DISMISSED! 






















































































EXPLAIN WHAT IS 
GOING ON! 







CLOSE THE DOOR 
BEHIND YOU 
ON YOUR WAY IN. 





SIR! WHAT IS GOING ON?! 
THERE WERE MORE B-CLASS 
CANDIDATES TODAY THAN THERE HAVE 
BEEN FOR THE LAST FOUR MONTHS! 










NOT TO MENTION ALL 
THREE OF THEM LOOKED 
TO BE KIDS! 










LIGHT ORANGE AT 
\ THE AGE OF ELEVEN IS ALMOST |” 
UNPRECEDENTED AMONGST |” 
HUMANS, SIR! 
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WHAT HAPPENED HALF A YEAK AGO 
HERE IN XYRUS? 


























AH! 
THAT WAS WHEN THE FIKST 

TOURNAMENT BETWEEN THE THKEE KACES 
TOOK PLACE, RIGHT? 








YES. 
MOST ADVENTURERS 
GUILD EMPLOYEES HAVE NOT BEEN 
INFORMED YET. 


BUT | WAS NOTIFIED 
SEVERAL WEEKS AGO THAT 
THE BAN ON ELVES AND DWARVES BECOMING 
ss F [PENGED ANVENITIIDECS! LIAINER ADIN 
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HAS BEEN LIFTED. 















TODAY'S BATCH 
INCLUDED SOME OF THE REPRESENTATIVE 
EXAMINEES. 








SIR, 
DO YOU MEAN TO SAY THAT ALL 
THREE OF THEM WERE EITHER 
DWARVES OR ELVES?! 








“WwCas Wrkes fé 
IS AHALF-ELF 
WHO HAS BEEN RESIDING 
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HE WAS MOST LIKELY 
BORN TO AN ELF SLAVE. 











HOUSE WYKES HAS ALWAYS HAD 
A BAD KEPUTATION FOR DABBLING IN 
NEFARIOUS METHODS OF BREEDING 

BETTEK MAGES FORK 
THEIR HOUSE. 





HE'S AN UNUSUAL 
CASE THOUGH=- 


BEING SO ADEFT 
IN FLAME AFFINITY, 
DESPITE HIS 
ELF LINEAGE: 





HE AWAKENED 
Ally THE: AGE: OF EIGHT== 
EARLY, EVEN! BY ELF. 
STANDARDS-— 





_ AND WAS FORCED'TO BEAN) 
ADVENTURER: TO) FURTHER) ENHANCE 
HISVABILITIES) THROUGH 
READ BATTLES! 





[Ty LOOKS LIKE HIS FAMILY HIT A LIMIT 
ON! HOW: MUCH! PROGRESS) HE COULD MAKE: 
THROUGH! BEASTy CORES’ AND 


ELIXIRS| TO) EXPEDITE: HIS GROWTH: 





ELIJAH KNIGHT, 
ON THE OTHER HAND, 
IS QUITE THE MYSTERY. 

















ACCORDING TO THE FILE, 
HIS ORIGIN IS UNKNOWN, 
BUT HE WAS RAISED AMONG 
DWARVES FKOM A 
YOUNG AGE. 











MR. KNIGHT AWAKENED ONLY 


A FEW MONTHS AGO AND IS ONLY 
AT THE DARK-RED STAGE. 









DESPITE THIS, HIS ABILITIES 
HAVE BEEN VOUCHED FOR AND 
THE PERSON SPONSORING HIM 
ISN'T SOMEONE | CAN 
REFUTE. 
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AS FOR THAT 
MASKED AUGMENTER 
TODAY... 














/ STO"BE "HONEST; 
see HAVE NO IDEA. WHO) 
‘NOTE’ IS. | 
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HE DEFINITELY WASN'T 
REPRESENTING A NOBLE FAMILY OF 
THE ELVES OR DWARVES. 
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| WAS JUST CURIOUS 
AS TO WHAT KIND OF PERSON 


MISS FLAMESWORTH WOULD BE WILLING 
TO SPONSOR. 









FLAMESWORTH... 
AS IN HOUSE 
FLAMESWORTH? 








THE HOUSE FAMOUS 
FORK BIRTHING AND RAISING 
SOME OF OUR KINGDOM'S MOST 
POWERFUL FIRE-ATTRIBUTE 
MAGES?! 









SO THATS WHY 
HE WAS SO SKILLED IN 
FIKE MAGIC. 








THE INFORMATION 
| HAVE TOLD YOU BOTH 
JUST NOW WILL BECOME 
PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE 
SOON. 
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HOWEVER... 

















| TRUST THAT YOU TWO 
WILL REFRAIN FKOM DISCUSSING IT 
WITH OTHERS UNTIL AN ANNOUNCEMENT 
HAS BEEN OFFICIALLY MADE. 











THAT MASKED 
AUGMENTER... 


HIS FIKE MAGIC 
IS UNIQUE YET 
EFFICIENT, 
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BUT YOU’ 


ITS HIS SWORD ART, 
TUAT. AAAKES LIIAA 
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TRULY A BEAST. = 


= WHILE HIS MOVEMENTS — 
= WERE ABIT OFF 
AT TIMES, 





ALMOST. LIKE 
HE WASN‘T, YET 
= COMFORTABLE WITH 
s  HISOWNBODY, = 












F ICANT IMAGINE = 
E HOW TERRIFYING HE'LL BE 
_WHEN HE GROWS OLDER, = 
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WITH THE BAN LIFTED, =| 

ELVES“AND DWARVES = 
WILL NOT ONLY BE ABLE 3 
= TO BECOME ADVENTURERS a 
: BUT ALSO STUDENTS. = 









THIS CONTINENT TRULY 
IS ENTERING INTO A NEW AND 


EXCITING ERA... 
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© | SHOULD BE HAPPY 
THAT HE’S REUNITED AND HAVING 
\vGOOD TIME WITH HIS FAMILY 
BUT... 





WHO IS 
THAT GIRL?! 


ISN'T ART ACTING ¥ 
ALITTLE TOO NICE § 
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MAYBE | SHOULD'VE 
TREATED HIM NICER WHILE 
HE WAS HERE... 





No! 
IT’S ARTHUR'S FAULT 
FORK ALWAYS TREATING ME 
LIKE A KID! 








YOUNG ONE! is ZS) 
| HAVE GOOD News! | 












| SEE 
YOU'RE USING THAT 
OKB AGAIN-- 





GRANDPA! 
WHAT DID | SAY 
ABOUT KNOCKING?! 






'‘M ALL FOR HAVING 


ARTHUR AS MY GRANDSON-IN-LAW 
BUT | THINK IT’S A BIT TOO 
EARLY, DON'T YOU THINK? 





GROSS! 











DON'T POUT, NOW. 


(VE GOT SOME GOOD NEWS 
FOR YOU, LITTLE ONE. 


I’M LISTENING. _ 





WHAT IF | SAID YOU 

COULD HAVE THE CHANCE TO ATTEND 
THE SAME SCHOOL THAT ARTHUR 
WILL BE-- 


REALLY?! 
REALLY? REALLY?! 
YOU'RE NOT LYING TO ME 
RIGHT?! 


IS IT TRUE? 
| CAN REALLY GO 
TO SCHOOL WITH 
ARTHUR?! 








Dive 




















YES, IT’S TRUE. 
YOUR GRANDFATHER HAS 
CLOSE TIES WITH THE 
DIRECTOR OF XYRUS 
ACADEMY. 


THAT SLY OLD FOX 
WAS BRAGGING TO ME ABOUT 
FINDING A QUADRA-ELEMENTAL AUGMENTER 
WHEN I WAS THE ONE WHO 
TRAINED HIM! 





BUT IT’S A BIT 
MORE COMPLICATED 
TUAN JUST SENDING 

YOU TO SCHOOL. 


ee 


DO YOU REMEMBER ° 
THE CONTINENTAL , 
\._ TOURNAMENT? _/ 








WE'RE NEGOTIATING THE TERMS 
SNC INTERZCATINIG TUE YOUNIZER CENIEPATIONIC 


 _ | = Pre Fae See er ULC Ee rh = ae ee eee ae ae eee ee lee EL 


OF ELVES AND DWARVES WITH THE HUMANS 
AT XYRUS ACADEMY. 





THE DIRECTOR TOLD ME 
THAT ARTHUR PLANS ON ADVENTURING 
FOR THREE YEARS. 








SO IF ALL GOES WELL, 
BY THE TIME HE STARTS ATTENDING 
XYRUS ACADEMY, YOU'LL BE HIS 
SENIOR IN SCHOOL. 











IN HARD WITH 
R GRANDFATHER. 





AFTER ALL... 








ITLL BE THE START 
OF A NEW GENERATION. 
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ARE YOU 
OKAY? 











IT WAS FUN. 








ANYWAY... 






ARE YOU AND 
KASPIAN CLOSE, 
JASMINE? 























EUMM... 
IN A WAY... 









My... FATHER... 
HAS DEEP CONNECTIONS 


WITHIN THE ADVENTURER’S 
GUILD... 








AND KASPIAN 
IS ONE OF THEM. 
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“Seen noo! 





MR. NOTE! 


COME ON... 








AR-NOTE... 











THANK YOU 
FOR WAITING. 











I'VE BEEN INFORMED 
ABOUT THE RESULTS 
OF YOUR MOCK DUEL, 
MR. NOTE. 
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| i ——- 7 ean 













ON BEHALF OF 
THE ADVENTURER’S GUILD ACROSS 
THE KINGDOM OF SAPIN, 


ALLOW ME TO 
CONGRATULATE AND 
WELCOME YOU. 
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YOU'RE ONE 
OF US. 

















1 AM 
AN ADVENTURKEK 





| WAS FREE FROM THE TIES 
THAT HELD BACK THE LIFE 
OF ARTHUR 
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TODAY $ DUEL 
WITH KASFIAN HAD 
CONFIRMED A LOT 

OF THINGS FOR ME: 





(D SPENT; TOO. MUCH 


TIME ADJUSTING TO AND LEARNING 
THIS WORLD'S MAGIC SYSTEM. 
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HONING MY ELEMENTAL 























('D BECOME SO 
ENGROSSED IN THE ABILITIES 
| HAD GAINED COMING TO 
THIS WORLD 


THAT, I'D. DISMISSED 
TRAINING IN THE VERY THING 
| WAS BEST AT) BEFORE: 





IN THE FAST, 
| HAD UTILIZED THE MOST 
OF MY MEAGER kI FOOL TO 
KEFINE THE SIMPLEST 
TECHNIQUES: 











IN THIS WORLD THOUGH, 
MY LIMITATIONS 
DON'T; EXIST. 


SO SHOULD | KEEP 
PURSUING MAGIC, OR=- 
















SORRY 
ABOUT THAT. | 








HE WAS ONE OF 


THE EXAMINEES 
TODAY. 





THE ONE THAT WAS 

RANKED B AS WELL, 

BUT WITHOUT HAVING 
TO TEST. 








IT’S OKAY. 











WHAT'S THIS? 
YOU TWO KNOW 
EACH OTHER? 














OR IS THERE A MEETING FOR 
THE NEW B-CLASS ADVENTURERS 
HAPPENING THAT | SHOULD 
KNOW ABOUT? 















WERE YOU 
PLANNING ON THROWING 

A TANTRUM AGAIN 
IF THERE WAS? 












DON’T GET COCKY 
JUST BECAUSE WE 

HAPPEN TO BE KANKED 

\. IN THE SAME CLASS. 


EVEN WITHIN 
RANKS THERE ARE 
LEVELS, 





AND YOU COMMONERS 
WOULD BE AT 
THE BOTTOM. 









AND DON'T YOU 
FORGET IT. 















WHAT CLICHE BEHAVIOR 
FOR AN ANNOYING SIDE 
CHARACTER... 






WHAT HAPPENED? 


NOTHING, | WAS 
JUST TALKING 
TQ ses 


SO, 
WHAT'S NEXT? 


DID YOU WANT TO PICK 
UP A QUEST FROM THE BULLETIN 
BOARD OR DID YOU ALREADY 
TAKE A QUEST 










WITH YOUR SKILLS, 
IT'D BE A WASTE OF TIME 
TO DO THOSE. 


SO | HAD 


SOMETHING ELSE 
IN MIND... 
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TRAVELING TO 
THE BEAST GLADES 
REQUIRES A LICENSE 
OK PERMIT. 








DO YOU NEED TO 
STOCK UP ON ANYTHING 
BEFORE WE HEAD OLITF 


| PACKED EVERYTHING 
| NEED FOR THE 
NEXT WEEK. 
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THIS IS THE 


PRAAF Al ArReAe 





wMeMwl Verbs 
ISN’T IT A BIT 
TOO PEACEFUL? 











WE'VE ARRIVED 
NEAK AN OUTPOST 
AT THE BASE OF THE GRAND 
MOUNTAINS 





Y SO MUCH OFTHIS SN 
| AREA HAS ALREADY BEEN | 
\ EXPLORED. 









LOWER CLASS 
ADVENTURERS ALSO USE 
THIS AREA TO TRAIN AND 
GATHER INGREDIENTS FOR 
QUESTS. 





THE LIQUIDS THOSE BEASTS PRODUCE “ 
IN THEIR SCENT GLANDS ARE LISED 
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INA bY! UP PFULIVING AINY CLIAIRO. 


SO THERE ARE 
ALWAYS QUESTS 
FOR THEM. 

















SYLV! 











WHERE ARE YOU 
GOING?! 









2 __eaT_TuaT, 
= _ GET STRONG! 








SHE MUST BE EXCITED 
WITH ALL OF THE WILDLIFE 
LEAKING MANA. 


DO YOU WANT TO 
GO AFTER HER? 









SHE'LL BE FINE. 


| WAAL 42Tli | a2ealeéec 





HER CLEARLY WITH 
OUR BOND. 







een ed 





AH, THE BEAST GLADES 
HAVE MUCH DENSERK LEVELS 
OF AMBIENT MANA 







SO THE KANGE OF YOUR LINK 
WITH SYLVIE WILL BE 
MUCH FARTHER. 









LET'S HURRY. 














OUR FIRST STOP 
WILL TAKE THE FULL DAY 
AND IT GETS MORE DANGEROUS 
AT NIGHT. 





TRY TO 
KEEP UP. 

















LEAVE FORK SCHOOL 
FOR THE FIRST TIME. 


FEEL WATCHING THEIK KID 



























| Wale KEEP UP WITH US CREATORS 

Wa ON INSTAGRAM! 
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YOU'RE A LIGHT 


RED CORE, RIGHT? 





EVEN THOUGH | SLOWED 
DOWN A BIT, I'M IMPRESSED. 












| THOUGHT WE WOULD’VE 
HAD TO STOP AND REST A 
FEW TIMES. 














YOUR BOND HASN'T 
COME BACK. 


IS SHE 
DOING OKAY? 





SYLVIE’S BEEN 
SENDING ME UPDATES. 


SHE'S PRETTY HAPPY 
BEING OUT HERE. 





'D IMAGINE 
IT WAS QUITE SUFFOCATING 
BEING INDOORS MOST 
OF THE TIME. 


YEAH. 
SHE'S DEFINITELY 


ENJOYING HERSELF. 
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WHAT MADE YOU 
WANT TO BECOME AN 
ADVENTURER? 








SHOOT. 
DID | TOUCH = 
\ A SORE SPOT? Fy 








WANTED TO GET 
AWAY FROM MY 
FAMILY. 























IT’S OKAY. 








| KNOW YOU NOT! 
BACK AT THE ADVENTURER’S 


GUILD. 





THE FLAMESWORTH HOUSE 
WAS A MAJOR CONTRIBUTOR TO THE 
WARK AGAINST THE ELVES. 








OUR, HOUSE: HAS) FRODUCED 
MANY FOWERFEUL MAGES; 


BOTH! CONJURERS 
AND AUGMENITIEKS: 
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THEY TAKE GREAT PRIDE IN THIS, 
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SO) WHEN! | AWAKENED 
EARLIER THAN ALE OF MY 


SIBLINGS) HAD; 


MY FARENITIS) HAD 


HIGH E 


XPECTATIONS: 
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SSER... 














THATS 
STUPID! 









| UNDERSTAND 
THAT THERE ARE LEVELS 
IN MANA CORE STRENGTH 


“" BUT IT’S COMPLETELY ARIBITRARY-- 
NO, ABSURD---FOR MAGES TO 





CREATE A HIERARCHY BASED 
ON ELEMENTAL AFFINITIES! 





THERE'S NOT A SINGLE ELEMENTAL 
AFFINITY THATS INNATELY BETTER 
THAN THE OTHER. 
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IT ALL JUST DEPENDS 
ON HOW WELL THE MAGE 
UTILIZES IT! 











KAHAHAHA! 























I'M SORRY... 
ITS JUST THAT YOU'RE 
USUALLY SO COMPOSED. 


| WAS SURPRISED 
YOU GOT SO ANGRY 
FROM THAT. 


























ee 

__ MUST VE 
FROM THINKING ABOLIT 
MY PAST LIFE. 





THE BIGGEST 
= DISADVANTAGE THAT - 
_ ||HAD BACK THEN... = 





WAS THAT MY KI POOL-- 
SIMILAR TO THIS WORLD'S 
MANA CORE--WAS MUCH WEAKER 
THAN AVERAGE. 





: YET, 3 
_ IN THIS WORLD... 








WITH AN 
ELEMENTAL 
AFFINITY... 





AND A DARK 
YELLOW CORE AT 
ONLY 24 YEARS 

OLD... 


JASMINE 


= WAS SHUNNED BY 
| HER OWN FAMILY. 












IT’S JUST UNFAIR... 
THAT'S ALL. 





WHETHER IT’S AUGMENTERS 
VERSUS CONJURERS OK ONE 
ELEMENT OVER THE OTHER, 


I'VE LONG SINCE 
ACCEPTED THE FACT THAT 
PEOPLE AKE ALWAYS LOOKING 
FOR WAYS TO FEEL SUPERIOR. 









IT’S JUST 
IN OUR NATURE. 





BESIDES, 


THE TWIN HORNS 
HAVE TREATED ME 
WELL. 
















EVEN WHILE LAUGHING 
AND SMILING, FORK THE 
FIRST TIME, 





THE ALWAYS ALOOF 
AND COLD JASMINE 
SEEMED... 


i. 8 =| 
—_i = | 
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“VULNERABLE.” 























LOOKING BACK, 
| THINK | MIGHT’VE 


Preaeé|/pen VOI! TA CPUAM<eE 





“ME AS YOUR GUARDIAN. 


I'M NOT THE 
MOST FRIENDLY OK 
OUTGOING. 





AND I'M NOT THE MOST 
KNOWLEDGEABLE OUT OF THE 
TWIN HORNS EITHER. 





SO MAYBE WE SHOULD'VE 
ASKED YOUR OPINION FIRST. 





YOU'RE 
SURPRISINGLY 
SENSITIVE. 





FWOOSH 





ITS NOT NICE TO 
TEASE YOUR 
ELDERS. 





I'M HONESTLY GLAD 
YOU'RE THE ONE THAT 
VOLUNTEERED, 
JASMINE. 





YOU'RE NOT 
AFRAID TO TELL ME 
WHEN I'M WRONG. 





AND THAT'S 
SOMETHING | KNOW 
LL NEED. 





ESPECIALLY SINCE 


| TEND TO GO A BIT 
OVEKBOARD AT TIMES. 











BUT WE SHOULD 
REALLY GET SOME 
SLEEP. 








IT’S WEIRD. 





WHEN | 
TALK TO YOU, 
IT DOESN'T FEEL 
LIKE I'M TALKING 


TO A CHILD. 























F HE MUST HAVE 
_ FALLEN/ASLEEP. 











FOLLOW CREATORS 
























































YOU'RE TOO HEAVY 
TO) Bibine 


SLEEPING ON 
ME... 





























HEH, 
| ENJOYED THE 
LITTLE COMEDY 
SHOW... 





















MORNING, 
JASMINE. 








/ YOU SHOULD'VE WOKEN 
ME UP SO | COULD HELP OUT 
\. WITH THE MORNING CHORES. / 


















| DID TRY 
WAKING YOU UP. 
YOU WOULDN'T 
BUDGE. 





SORRY, IT'S 
A BAD HABIT 
OF MINE. 


SINCE YOU'RE AWAKE NOW, 
LET'S EAT. | 









7 AND ASk YOUR BOND 
IF SHE’S GOING TO 
BE JOINING US. 














HEY SYLVIE. 
LET'S EAT! 








I-| THINK 
SHE’S OKAY. 
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THE KEASON WHY | BROUGHT 






ACTUALLY, PART OF 


YOU TO THIS PLACE WAS 
TO SPAR WITH YOU. 


gt 
rvs oe 








| NOTICED YOUR FIGHTING 
STYLE SEEMS... 





AWKWARD AT 
TIMES. 











LIKE, YOU KNOW IT 
IN YOUR HEAD, 






BUT YOUR BODY 
DOESN'T LISTEN 
TO YOU. 


























BUT WHAT KIND OF — 
| SPARRING DID YOU 
\ HAVE IN MIND? 












| NEED TO KNOW YOUR 
PHYSICAL LIMITS BEFORE GOING 

ON ANY DUNGEON RUNS OR 
TAKING MISSIONS. 












$0, RESTRICT YOUR 
MANA USAGE AND ONLY 
USE IT TO DULL YOUR 
BLADE. 





USE YOUR OTHER 
SWORD. 

















HOW DID 
YOU KNOW IT WAS 
A SWORD? 





WELL, YOLI'RE TOO 
PRACTICAL TO BE CAKRYING 

AROUND JUST A WOODEN STICK 
WITHOUT A KEASON. 











| $0, SHOULD WE | 
















































THATS A SWORD? 








READY 
WHEN YOU ARE. 



































af =—d HOW LONG HAS IT BEEN Y 

SINCE (VE FOUGHT WITHOUT 
STRENGTHENING MYSELF 
WITH MANA? 















































































































































MY SPAR WITH JASMINE 
CONFIRMED THE FEARS 
| HAD AFTER MY FIGHT 
AGAINST KASFPIAN. 




















































































































































WHILE NEARLY OBSESSED WITH 
HONING THE NEW AND MARVELOUSNESS 
THAT WAS MAGIC, 





WHILE NEARLY OBSESSED WITH 
HONING THE NEW AND MARVELOUSNESS 
THAT WAS MAGIC, 
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SINCE COMING TO THIS WORLD. 




















MY PROWESS IN MAGIC HAD 
NOW BECOME A CRUTCH THAT 


| LEANED TOO HEAVILY ON. 








IT HAD MEKELY MASKED MY 
RESTRICTIONS AND 
SHORTCOMINGS. 
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YOUR PHYSIQUE IS LACKING 
AND MOVEMENTS AWKWARD 
AT TIMES, 


BUT YOU MAKE UP FOR ITS 
. WITH PRECISE TECHNIQUES. , 








PLUS... 


YOUR INTUITION AND 
KEFLEXES AKE 
TOP NOTCH. 
















THANKS, 
BUT | KNOW YOU WERE 
GOING EASY ON ME. 






SEE? 
SCARY INTUITION. 





BUT YOU'LL NATURALLY 
GET STRONGER DURING MISSIONS 
AND DUNGEON DIVES EVEN 
WHILE USING MAGIC. 


AND ONCE YOU 
BECOME A TEEN-- 


THAT'S 
TOO LONG. — 













I'M SEVERAL YEARS AHEAD 
IN TERMS OF MANA 
MANIPULATION, 





SO I'LL FOCUS SOLELY 
ON SWORD-FIGHTING WITHOUT 
RELYING ON MANA. 


YOU WANT TO GO DOWN 
TO DUNGEONS WITHOUT USING 
MANA?! 


~ EVEN WITH THAT SORT OF 
RECKLESS EXPERIENCE, 
IT TAKES DECADES FOR 
WAKRIOKS TO MASTER 
' SWORDSMANSHIP. 2 


















| KNOW 
YOU'RE GOOD 
BUT... 


TWO YEARS. 

















THAT S ALL | NEED. 











END OF SEASON 2 





Hello everyone, 
Thank you for reaching the end of 
Season 2! 


The team has done Such an amazing job 

this Season, with each episode improving 

from the laSt, which is incredibly difficult 
to do when deadlines are looming. I'm So 
proud of our team Who endured floods, 
power outages, iliness, and many more 
hardships to meet tight deadlines and 
bring you TBATE each week. I'd like to 

take time to give thanks: 


To Putri and MunazZa, who communicate 
my viSionsS through fluid Stor yboards 
Hamutag who creates the complex 
bacKgrounds of Dicathen. 


To Sera Swati, Who makes TBATE and 
itS characters come into focus with her 
Sharp lines. 


To Plowplo and Dojo, who bring life to 
TBATE with their colors. 


To AlKalenz, who does a little bit of 
everything, Smoothing the process during 
the in-betweens. 


To Gabby, AKy, Nabilah, and Yossy, 
who oversee the production and Support 
the team when challenges arise. 


To TapaS and Kisal Entertainment's 
Tessa for building Such a Strong team. 


And finally, to PuUYuKI23, whose hard 
work goes beyond anyone I've ever met. 
I am So grateful to be working with 
Someone So talented, dedicated, and 
resilient, and Who loves | BATE aS much 
aS 1 do. 


Thank you all for continuing to come back 
€ach week to read, comment, and like 
TBATE episodes. Without you all, we 

Wouldn't be able to continue doing What 
we love! 


We'll be taking a break from publishing for 

about 2 months for a well-deserved rest 

and to prepare for Season 35. Please look 
forWard to it! 


See you Soon! 


-TurtleMe 





@turtleme93 
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DID YOU 
HEAR THE RUMO 



















OY, KAGUL! 







IF YOU'RE TALKING 
ABOUT THAT FAMOUS MASKED 
SWORDSMAN, | SAY IT'S 
ALL BULLSHIT! 





NO, 


APPARENTLY 


IT’S TRUE! 








AN ACQUAINTANCE 
OF MINE SUPPOSEDLY 
ONCE TEAMED WITH 
HIM. 


HE’S TRAVELING WITH 
JASMINE FLAMESWORTH 


‘ AND HE’S PRETTY SHORT, 
a a SO ITS HARD TO MISS HIM. , 
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WHAT DID YOUR SO-CALLED 
‘ACQUAINTANCE’ SAY ABOUT HIM? 
















| THINK 
THE RUMORS ARE 
TRUE. 





Pile wet IWS | 























EITHER THAT 

“MASKED SWORDSMAN” 
IS AN AUGMENTER OR THE RUMORS 
ARE EXAGGERATED! 
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© Straus)! 





HAVE YOU HEARD SOME 
OF THE STORIES GOING 
AROUND ABOUT HIM? 


THERE WAS EVEN 
A RUMOR THAT HE SOLO-CLEARED 
A DUNGEON BY HIMSELF! 





IS THAT EVEN 
POSSIBLE?! 





B-CLASS 
AUGMENTERS CAN'T DO THAT, 
\ EVEN IF IT’S A LOW-LEVEL 
DUNGEON, 
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YEAH, 
| WOULD TAKE SOME OF 
THOSE KUMOKS WITH A PINCH 
OF SALT. 






REMEMBER THAT JASMINE 
FLAMESWORTH IS 
WITH HIM. 







SHE PROBABLY 
HELPED HIM INSIDE, 
RIGHT? 


RIGHT, RIGHT! 











I'M TELLING YOU 
SKULLNUBS THAT SWORDSMAN’S 
PROBABLY NOT EVEN 
THAT STRONG. 


HALF THOSE RUMORS 
ARE PROBABLY ABOUT 
FLAMESWORTH. 





SOME HALF-WIT 
WARRIOK CALLING HIMSELF 
A SWORDSMAN? 








BRING HIM HERE. 
(LL TAKE HIM ON ANY DAy-- 


WAITRESS! 
WHERE'S MY DRINK?! 











= | STILL CAN'T BELIEVE = 
== HOW HOT OF A TOPIC THAT MASKED == 
SWORDSMAN IS THESE DAYS. = 


= ACCORDING TO SOME STORIES, = 
4 HE WAS JASMINE FLAMESWORTH’S 1 @ 
= APPRENTICE. = 





EVEN THAT WAS 
FAR-FETCHED, 





f BUT THE MOST 
RIDICULOUS ONE 
WAS THAT... 


™ NOT ONLY DID HE PLACE = 
= AT B-CLASS STRAIGHT = 
OUT OF HIS RANK 
EXAM, 


Me =U, HE RECENTLY 
™ Moved UP TO 
. A-CLASS! 
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IF THATS TRUE, 
HE'D. BE. A-CLASS. AFTER 
“= ONLY TWO YEARS SINCE : 
72 STARTING HIS CAREER. = 











HEKE | AM... 


= =ABORDERLINE 
= C-CLASS ADVENTURER = 
= WHO. FAILED.THE.EXAM.TO = 
_ MOVE UP FOR THE PAST 2 
Pe THREE YEARS. 


IS 
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IT MAKES SENSE 


THAT TURMAN 


IS PISSED. 














HE HIMSELF |S 
A VETERAN B-CLASS 
AUGMENTER 


THAT MASKED 
SWORDSMAN MUST BE 


A PRETTY BIG SORE SPOT 
FOR THAT INFLATED PRIDE 
OF HIS. 






































SPEAK OF THE DEVIL. 












IT'S THE WEE 
LITTLE SWORDSMAN EVERYONE'S 
CHATTERING ABOUT. 











ITS ACTUALLY THE 7 
= MASKED SWORDSMAN-- = 














3 THE ONE-WE'D 
= BEEN TALKING ABOUT, = 7 





THE VERY CAUSE 
OF ALL THE CRAZY 
RUMORS-- 


HERE IN THE 


FLESH! 









O-OY! TURMAN! 






WHAT ARE YOU 
\ TRYING TO DOF! | 








WHERE'S YOUR 
PRETTY LITTLE 
GUARDIAN? 











IS SHE OFF-- 
















YOU BASTARD! 






ARE YOU 
IGNORING M 





PFHAHA! } 













JUST BECAUSE YOU 
GOT A BIT FAMOUS 
FROM THOSE BULLSHIT , 
RUMORS 












YOU THINK YOL’RE | 
BETTER THAN ME?/ 












CALM DOWN! 


/ YOU KNOW YOU'RE NOT 
"ALLOWED TO KILL ANYONE 
IN HERE! 



























DID He DODGE, 
OR DID | MISS...' 2 ¢ 
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IS DODGING ALL 
YOUVE GOT?! 
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— IS THIS : 
_ PRESSUREZ! 











BRE YG 
NONE? 











GET A BAG OF ICE FORK 
HIS FINGERS! WE CAN STILL 
REATTACH THEM WITH AN 
EMITTER! 


| 
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THERE SHOULD BE he f 

A SACK OF RATIONS HERE ) y/ AN 
UNDER THE NAME oN 2° 

‘NOTE’. } = | 


ey 





i Y-7ES. 
I'LL GET THAT FOR YOU 
RIGHT AWAY, SIR! 








WHAT TOOK YOU 
SO LONG? 













/ THE WAITRESS TOOK A WHILE 
TO FIND THE RATIONS. 





WHY IS THERE BLOOD 
ON YOUR MASK THEN? 

















NO PERMANENT _ 
DAMAGE DONE... . 















































ITkNOW{IHAVENTT VISITEDIAS SJORTEN 
IESEJPASTACOL <3! 














.* bay pad SYAWAKENED! 
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FINISHED 
WRITING? 





/ AND THE STABLE MASTER SAID \ 

THAT HE'D GET THE LETTER 

MAILED ONCE THE HORSES / 
GET BACK TOHIM. 9 













RORIN TRAINS ALL OF HIS Horses \ 
TO MAKE IT BACK TO HIS STABLE |} 
SO NO NEED TO WORRY. 







/ YOU'RE RIGHT. 
IT'S PROBABLY MORE DANGEROUS 
FORK THEM TO BE WAITING FORK US 
OUTSIDE THE DUNGEON ANYWAY. 












THE TEAM 
WE'RE DUNGEON DELVING WITH 
IS PROBABLY WAITING FOR US. 





WILL SYLVIE 
BE COMING? 






BUT SYLVIE STILL REFUSES 
TO SEE US UNTIL SHE'S 
“READY.” 





WHATEVER 
THAT MEANS... 











SHE PROBABLY WANTS 
TO GET AS STRONG AS SHE CAN 
BEFORE YOU START SCHOOL. 


NOW LET’S FOCUS ON. «CF 
OUR MISSION. 





f WE SHOULD 


HURRY. 
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OH 


THEY'RE HERE! , 








ay!) 





| GUESS WE'RE STUCK 
WITH MORE AUGMENTERS. 









































THIS KID 7 
AGAIN? = 





SO YOU TWO AKE 
THE LAST ONES 
WHO SIGNED UP. 








IT’S GOOD TO HAVE YOU. 
LET ME INTRODUCE YOU 
TO THE PARTY. 






























A STRONG 
HANDSHAKE! 


Zz 





| GUESS SOME OF THE RUMORS 
OF THE MASKED SWORDSMAN 
ARE TRUE AFTER ALL. 





MY NAME IS 
REGINALD BASTION. 
I'M AN A-CLASS 
AUGMENTER. 





EAKTH-AT TRIBUTE, 


Lryl IP Vell Mal SMAee 


el dt a nT 








YOU SEEM TO ALKEADY 
BE FAMILIAR WITH 
LUCAS WYKES. 
















HE'S AN A-CLASS 
DARK-YELLOW CONJURER 
SPECIALIZING IN FIRE. 










THAT'S KRIOL MASSER, 
A WATER ATTRIBUTE 
AUGMENTER. 





HE'’LL BE ON 
OUR TANK. / » 





AND HE IS... 


AW Ue WAG THE OTWEP 






rw af i —_— 66h ll i 


CANDIDATE PLACED IN B-RANK 
BACK THEN. 


= 
= 
= 









WHAT WAS HIS NAME 
AGAIN? 


eo“ . 








ELIJAH 
KNIGHT. 









/ A-Class * 
| DARK ORANGE | 
— CONIURER. - 


[SINGLE SPECIALIZATION 
IN EARTH. 












| AM 
\ OLIVER HEMMBET. } 















\ ~ / ? Dark veLLow 
\ rig | STAGE CONTURER. } 


/ LAM 
AN EMITTER 
\ DEVIANT, 





SPECIALIZING 
IN HEALING. 









SOUNDS A BIT 
COCKY x. 









BUT IT’S REASSURING 
= TOHAVE AN EMITTER. = 





MY NAME 
IS SAMANTHA 
TEMPEST. 


I'M A DARK 
YELLOW STAGE, 
A-CLASS CONJURERK 
WITH A SINGLE SPECIALIZATION 
IN WATER. 








HEARD A LOT ABOUT YOU, 
MR. MASKED SWORDSMAN! 


PLEASE TAKE CAKE 
OF Me! 











AND THIS IS 
BRALD LANDON. 





ACE Th AACE T 








I'VE JUST BECOME 





AN AA-CLASS, LIGHT YELLOW STAGE 


AUGMENTER. 


I'M A 
FIRE-ATTRIBUTE. 














(LL BE THE ONE 
LEADING US TODAY. 

















IF YOU TWO 
CAN SHARE A WORD 
AS WELL... 


JASMINE, 

LIGHT YELLOW STAGE, 
AA-CLASS AUGMENTER. 
WIND-AT TRIBUTE 

DUAL SWORDS. 





GLAD TO HAVE ANOTHER 
AA-CLASS IN THE GROUP. 








LIGHT ORANGE | 
STAGE. 






A-CLASS 
AUGMENTER. 


FIRE-ATTRIBUTE? 


| HEARD 
_ THAT YOU DIDN'T HAVE ANY 
\ ELEMENTAL AFFINITIES! | 


5 bn cdr Aart 


Roe aoe, | y\\ 


WV 





| HAVEN'T BEEN USING 
MY MAGIC FOR A WHILE DUE TO 
PERSONAL REASONS. 
































{ | SEE YOU BOTH STILL 
HAVE YOUR BAGS OUT. 


DIMENSION RINGS? 











ASK OLIVER, 


a[aAe Asa! 


\. MINE’S FULL. 











I'M HOLDING ONTO 
MISS SAMANTHA’S 
BELONGINGS. 


daca 12 
‘aon 
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| STILL HAVE SOME ROOM 
IN MINE. 























= LUCAS, | EXPECTED, 
= BUT TO THINK EVEN ELIJAH 
= HAS A DIMENSION RING. 


BECAUSE THE TECHNOLOGY 
— USED WAS LEFT BEHIND BY = 
= THE SAME ANCIENT MAGES THAT BUILT = 
= THE FLOATING CITY OF XYRUS, = 
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= EVEN THE ONES WITH © 
A SMALLER STORAGE SPACE = 
= GO FOR THOUSANDS 

OF GOLD. = 


THAT'S ALL? 


| THINK 
THAT'S ALL. 








TLIAAIL WO! 





Preys FP 


ELIJAH! 

















LOOKS LIKE 
WE'RE ALL READY. 





LET'S HEAD 
IN! 














NO a 
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ae Es, 


us 
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WE'RE ALMOST 
AT THE FIRST LEVEL 
OF THE DUNGEON. 4 














WHAT'S THIS? 
THERE’S NOT A SINGLE 
BEAST HERE? 
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BATRUNNERS! 


























STREAGTA EA KY ALLIPESI 
TAPZV<A TASER SIVPAS) 











| is a 7 


ates hy 














THERE’S NO POINT 
KILLING THEM! 


SAVE YOUR MANA ° 
AND STAMINA! 





FORM AAE TORM<AT 
TA€é FOKS AROVALE! 
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OVERKILL. 


DON'T 
WASTE YOUR MANA 
ON THEM! THAT WAS 





YOU KNOW WHAT KIND 
OF DUNGEON THIS IS. 





WHAT'S _—Y 
THE PROBLEM? 





| KILLED THEM | 
QUICKLY SO THAT EVERYONE 
ELSE COULD SAVE 


THEIK MANA. 








LET'S HURRY BEFORE 
THEYRE UP ON THEIR 
FEET AGAIN! 








THIS DUNGEON WAS INFAMOUS 
FOR THEIR MYSTERIOUS INHABITANTS 
THAT HAD ESCAPED THE GRASPS OF DEATH 
AND COULD NO LONGER BE TRULY KILLED. 





WITH NO MANA CORE ABLE 
TO BE HARVESTED BY ADVENTURERS 








AND NO END TO THE FRUITLESS FIGHTING... 








THERE WAS A REASON WHY 
THE FIRST EXPLORERS OF THIS DUNGEON 
NAMED THIS PLACE... 





THE DIKE TOMBS. 
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THIS IS WHERE 
I'D MARKED THE HIDDEN 
ENTRANCE | FOUND 
LAST TIME. 
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DUNGEON: 


ELIJAH. 
CAN YOU CREATE 
SOME HANDHOLDS? — 


























'D ONLY MADE IT 
TO THE NEXT FLOOR 
BEFORE | DECIDED TO 

COME BACK WITH 

A TEAM. 





THERE'S NO TELLING 
WHAT LL BE AT THE BOTTOM, 





BUT, 
| BELIEVE... 


THE ARTIFACT 


_ RESPONSIBLE FOR ALLOWING 
THOSE BATRUNNERS TO 
REANIMATE MIGHT 
BE THERE. 








AS LONG AS 
| GET MY FAIK CUT OF 
THE GOLD AFTER SELLING 
WHATEVER TREASURES ARE 
DOWN THERE, I’M GOOD! 





OF COURSE, 
KRIOL. 














THEN... 








“es. 























if CL \ 





LET ME GUESS... 
IT WASN’T THIS HOT 
LAST TIME? 


THE POWERFUL 
PRESSURE SPILLING OUT, 
7 AHEAD. 


— 


Becpuang 


ATER. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 
OWT! 








NO, 
IT WASN T-- 





IT DOESN'T 
MAKE SENSE FOR 
A NEW MANA BEAST SPECIES 
TO ENTEK A DUNGEON 
LIKE THIS! 














: wae \L? 

















IT DOESN'T 
SEEM TO BE 
AFTER US. 











THEN AKE WE JUST 
GOING TO STAND AROUND 
_ AND WATCH THE WORM DIG? 


OR ARE WE GOING 
TO GET THAT 
ARTIFACT? 





GET BACK HERE! 











FOLLOW CLOSELY 
BEHIND ME. 


WHILE | HAVE LITTLE 


PATIENCE FORK THE 
OTHERS, I'D BE HAPPY 
TO PROTECT YOU. 





I-| DON'T THINK 
THAT S A GOOD 
IDEA... 





_ -WE NEED TO ASSESS 
| WHAT’S HAPPENING BEFORE 
WE CROSS DEEPER 
INTO THE CAVERN! 














LUCAS! 








BARRIER! 





































































































v WATER 4 
mF BARRIER! 
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REPLACE THE GEM 


ON YOUR WAND WITH 
THIS ONE. IT’S 
STRONGER. 





1 


LET'S MOVE OU 








I 
a 
Ew 
wv 
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_ WE NEED TO GET OUT OF HERE 
BEFORE THERE'S ANOTHER 
ERUPTION. 





COME ON! 
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R’rS<¢ TAY T<KALRPLS 
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WING AYSCRATCHs 
iTS! BODY. 





JASMINE! 
REGINALD! 


WITH Me! 








LET'S GO! 





JASMINE! 
YOU AND | WILL KEEP 
IT OCCUPIED! 


REGINALD, TRY AIMING 
FORK THE SPACE RIGHT 
BETWEEN ITS Eves! 


GOT IT! 


UNDERSTOOD! 





IF THAT ISN'T ENOUGH 
TO BRING IT DOWN, 


LUCAS AND NOTE 
SHOULD BE ABLE TO 
FIND AN OPENING! 


























Pi 

































































NORMAL FIRE SPELLS 
AREN'T STRONG ENOUGH 
TO INJURE THE WOKM 





SO THAT JUST 
MEANS... 








MINE 
NEEDS TO BE 
EVEN HOTTER! 





























JASMINE, 
Now! 















































THE WORMS 
FLEEING! 








| THINK 
WE'RE SAFE 
FOK NOW. 








GOOD WORK 
BACK THEKE. 


iti 
= 











THAT'S ALL 
IT TOOK TO SCARE 
OFF THAT OVERSIZED 
WORM? 


































































































THE WORM WASN'T 
TRYING TO KILL 
US AT ALL! 


IT WAS BUYING TIME 
FORK THE NEXT 
ERUPTION! 

















DAMN IT, 
LUCAS! 



































































































































HANG IN THERE, 





STEADY! 
| of) 
yi & y 
\| Wf | 
GZ | 
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WHY DON’T YOU TRY 
A BITE OF THIS? 
MIGHT CHEER YOU UP. 





THESE ARE MY SPECIAL 
TRAVEL SANDWICHES | SAVE FOR 
WHEN I’M FEELING DOWN ON 
A DUNGEON DIVE. 


THE BEST WAY TO EAT THIS 
IS BY TORCHING THE INSIDE 
SLIGHTLY, 


JUST ENOUGH 
FOR THE CHEESE TO 








MY FIANCEE CREATED 
THE RECIPE HERSELF. 


DOWN TO THE WAY YOU 
DRY AND SEASON THE 
BEEF. 


WELL, YOU'RE A 
LUCKY MAN. 


PLEASE SEND MY GRATITUDE 
TO YOUR FIANCEE FOR THE 
DELICIOUS MEAL. 





BOTH OF YOU, 
CUT IT OUT! 


— 


aa 


u a0 


SN wail 





AM | WRONG? 


THE ONLY REASON | JOINED 
THIS DIVE WAS BECAUSE OUR 
LEADER WAS A VETERAN 
“AA-CLASS” MAGE! 


P or 


NOT ONLY IS OUR ‘LEADER’ 
A CRIPPLE NOW, 


WE EVEN LOST 
OUR EMITTER! 





YOU'RE COMPLAINING AFTER YOU 
DROPPED YOUR OWN WEAPON LIKE AN IDIOT 
AND HAD TO BE SAVED BY NOTE?! 


| HAD IT 
UNDER CONTROL, 


UNLIKE YOU, 
WHO COULDN'T EVEN 
PROTECT YOURSELF 

IN TIME! 


| HAD TO SHIELD 
SAMANTHA, 


WHICH | WOULDN'T 
HAVE HAD TO DO IF YOU'D 
STAYED ALERT AND REACTED IN 
TIME TO SET UP A BARRIER! 


IF YOU HAD, 
WE WOULDN'T BE 
IN THIS ST-- 





GET YOUR 
HEAD OUT OF YOUR 
ASS. 





AN AUGMENTER 
THAT’S ONLY AN 
ORANGE CORE-- 


| DON’T CARE 
WHETHER YOL’RE 
A YELLOW CORE, SILVER CORE 
OR GOD HIMSELF. 


RIGHT NOW, 
THE ONLY THING 
YOU ARE 





IS A LIABILITY. 





I'M GOING TO 
TREAT MY WOUND 
NOW... 


TRY TO 
GET SOME REST, 
MATE. 





YOU NEED TO MAKE 
A DECISION BEFORE WE 
MOVE FORWARD. 


REGINALD HAS SOME BURNS 
BUT HIS INJURIES ARE TREATABLE. 
THE REST OF US CAN PROBABLY 
MANAGE. BUT YOU... 


YOU NEED TO DECIDE 
WHETHER YOU WANT TO CONTINUE... 





THIS WILL PROBABLY BE MY LAST 
DUNGEON RAID SO | MIGHT 
AS WELL GO ‘TIL THE END.’ 


HOW ARE YOU 
GONNA FIGHT WITH 
ONE ARM?! 





I'M STILL AN AA-CLASS 
AUGMENTER. 


| WON’T HOLD 
ANYONE BACK. 


| THINK NOTE 
SHOULD LEAD 
THE GROUP. 


YOU'VE BEEN THE MOST 
LEVEL-HEADED OUT OF ALL OF 
US, EVEN IN THE FACE OF 
UNPREDICTABILITY. 
YOU'RE A NATURAL. 








WE'LL REST 
FOR AN HOUR BEFORE 
MOVING FORWARD. 





EVEN THIS PART IS... 
DIFFERENT. 


THIS TUNNEL HAD NEVER 
BEEN BLOCKED. 


WELL, THERE’S 
NO USE COMPLAINING 
ABOUT IT. 














TRY IT ONE 
MORE TIME. 
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FOLLOW US CREATORS ON 


CDTURTLEMEDS 
COFUYUKI2S 








© TurtleMe 


Hope you all enjoyed this chapter! | wanted to 
take this time to thank you again for supporting 
TBATE! Also, special announcement! 


The TBATE Novel is now available on wait-for- 
free for a limited time! This means that if you wait 
out a 24-hour timer, you'll be able to unlock one 
episode at a time! 


If you want to read on from where this comic 
episode leaves off, check out Episode 91: Dire 


Tombs, Part 5: https://tapas.io/episode/716753 
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THERE AREN ST; 2 
EVENT ANY/PILEARS) 
SUPPORTING 
THIS PLACE. 


HOW HASNats lily CAVED IN 
ON! ITSELF BY. NOWF, 











HOW ABOUT WE 
TAKE A BREAK HERE? 





C 
Zz 
Vv 
- 
Z 
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OF SLEEPY. 








WE'RE NOT GOING 
TO STOP. 











SOMETHING'S 
PLACE. 


SO KEEP YOUR 
GUARDS UP. 





| DON’T HEAR 
ANYTHING-- 


SEE MUCH OTHER 
THAN THE GRASS 
AND TKEES AKOUND. 








THERE:S SOMETHING) == 
ABOUT) THIS: PEACE THAT:S = 
PUTeTING ME ON EDGE! as 





























WHAT AM | 
MISSING? 





























CL-CLARA? 





IS THAT 
KEALLY 
YOU? 








OY, KRIOL. 
YOU OKAY, BUD? 


) KNEW YOU, 
' COULDN'T BE DEAD, ( 





STAY THERE! 
I'M COMING TO 
GET YOU! 





DAMN IT, 
KRIOL! 





IT’S DANGER-- 








| THINK THE MIST 
\ IS INDUCING ILLUSIONS. 











SO THAT S WHY 
| FELT SO 
UNEASY... 





EVERYONE! 
STICK TOGETHER! 





THIS MIST IS 
PLAYING TRICKS ON 
YOUR SENSES. 








SAMANTHA, 
BARRIER! 


LéT A TIe< WAAPESST 
kA BLAAVET US PAA 
On <é OF PROTEZTPOAL 











WHO'S CLARA? 








...SHE WAS 
KRIOL’S FIANCEE. 





BUT... 
ITS IMPOSSIBLE 
FOK HEK TO BE 
ALIVE... 


SHE WAS... 
KILLED IN A 
DUNGEON. 





| SAW IT 
WITH MY OWN 
EYES AS WELL. 


WE CREMATED 
HER AND BLIRED 
HER ASHES. 











WE NEED 


TO FIND 
KRIOL. 














“HOW... 
I$ NOTHING 


GOING 


ACCORDING 
TO PLAN? 








ARE YOU GUYS 
REALLY VETEKAN 
ADVENTURERS?! 








ARE YOU OKAY? 








SORRY, 
'M JUST A BIT 


SHAKEN. 








DID YOU SEE 
SOMETHING 





NOT SOMETHING... 


SOMEONE... 





MY FATHER... 


HE HELD OUT 
HIS AKMS TOWARD 
ME... 





AND... 
HE WAS SMILING. 



































YOLI'RE GOING 
TO BE OKAY. 























NOW, 
ABOUT THIS 
DAMNED MIST, 


90 YOU HAVE A SPELL 
THAT CAN CLEAR IT, 
JASMINE? 


NOT STKONG ENOUGH 
TO CLEAK ALL OF IT... 





BUT | THINK | CAN 








TO FIND KRIOL. 














AECEAR WY 
CACNKPES FROM WY 
PATE, VITAE FAK ASR- 
RAGCrAGC FOV.) 








SAMANTHA, 
OPEN THE 
BARRIER! 











YI mt 
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MOREOVER; 
THEY, WERENsTs AFFECTED 
Ail ALE BY JASMINE'S 
SKELE™: 





Now's 
A GOOD TIME 
TO SHOW OFF, 
LUCAS! 





NO NEED TO TELL ME! 




























Z.€AR THE VIAY 
OF ALL FO€s VIPTA 
A RLALES< OF FLAN ES 
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'DID NOTHING? 








' PROTECT THE CONJURERS 
WHILE THEY PREPARE 
STRONGER SPELLS. 








BRALD! 
JASMINE! 


WITH Me! 























LETS BREAK 
THROUGH! 
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AKE THE VINES. 
NOT CATCHING ON»FIKE 
= BECAUSE OF THE MOISTURE 3 
INSIDE THEME 2 


















































USE A SEARING SPELL 
ON YOUR SW-- 











— DO YOU THINK AN AA-CLASS 
AUGMENTER WILL GO DOWN 
FROM A FEW OVERSIZED 
ROOTS?! 





— 
— se, 





HE:S) JUST) BEING) 
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YOU SAID THIS WOULD BE 
YOUR LAST DUNGEON RAID | 
EARLIER... | 


WAS IT BECAUSE 


H\ YOU PLANNED ON DYING , 
y HERE? y 





IF NOT, THEN FIGHT 
SMART. 
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TREMRLE AAL SPLIT 
TAY MOTKER <ARTAT 
kA RURY WY FO<s... 














WITH THE GROUND: 
© SUNK INVAND JIQUIDIFIRE = 
E SPREADING) |e SHOULD) MARE! ITp 
Ee §LARDER FOR VINES TO KEEP 


REGENERATING. 





VANDI WITH SAMANTHA'S SPELLS 
WE! SHOULD) HAVEENOUGH TIME) 
WO} SEARCH FOR! KRIOL 


R€PLéearsé wY ALLIES -AAL 
GRAAT Us TSE LPQUPE OF LFF<_. 
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AQUA SIPHON |S A UTILITY SKILL 
NOKMALLY USED TO GATHER WATER 
FROM THE SURROUNDING 
ENVIRONMENT. BUT... 

















TO THINK YOU'D USE 
A SPELL DESIGNED FORK UTILITY 
IN A SITUATION LIKE THIS. 
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THE VINES ARE 
} ABSORBING ALL OF 
¥ THE MIST BECAUSE OF , 
OUR SPELLS! WE NEED 
. TO-- 
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I-I'VE ONLY 
SEEN IT IN 
BOOKS.... 





THAT S... 


E-ELDEKWOOP 
GUARDIAN... 








IT LOOKS LIKE 
THE GODS REALLY 
DON’T WANT US 
TO Live! 
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YOU'VE GOT 
TO BE SHITTIN’ 


WHAT THE HELL 
IS AN S-CLASS 
MANA BEAST 
DOING-- 
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| PROMISED THEM — 
THAT-- 





AND | PROMISED 
YOUR FAMILY! 























| PROMISED 
THEM... 


TO KEEP YOU 
SAFE THIS 
TIME... 











COME ON, 
YOU OVERGROWN 
TREE! 




















BUT NOT LIKE 
THIS. 




















WE CAN'T JUST 
LEAVE THEM. 
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ELIJAH, 

COVER JASMINE WHILE 
SHE GRABS BRALD AND THEN 
KUN IMMEDIATELY TO 
THE EXIT! 















































BURN 
THE VINES 
SUKRKOUNPING 
KEGI-- 
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STAY BACK! 
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D-DON'T TRY 
ANYTHING UNLESS 
YOU WANT TO GET 
BLASTED AS WELL! 


























WHAT THE HELL 
ARE YOU DOING?! 





YOU THINK I'D RISK 

MY LIFE TO HELP 

YOU COMMONERS 
ESCAPE?! 








YOU'LL GO DOWN IN HISTORY 
AS THE VALIANT HEROES 
WHO STALLED THE BEAST 

LONG ENOUGH FOK ME 
TO ESCAPE! 








(LL TELL EVERYONE 
ABOUT ALL YOUK COURAGEOUS 
DEEDS. 






































































ARE YOU GONNA KEEP 
BULLYING THESE 
KIDS? 


FIGHT ME! 
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MY TRAINING IN ELENOIR HAD LED 
TO BREAKTHROUGHS THAT LEFT VIRION 
CONSTANTLY BAFFLED. 


THE FIRST BREAKTHROUGH HAD BEEN LINLOCKING 
THE FIRST PHASE, ACQUIRE. 


BY TAPPING INTO ONE OF SYLVIA’S INNATE SKILLS, 
| COULD TEMPORARILY SEPARATE MYSELF FROM 
TIME AND SPACE. 


THIS PHASE WAS LIMITED IN A LOT OF WAYS 
DUE TO HOW MUCH IT STRAINED MY MANA CORE 
AND PHYSICAL BODY. 


THE SECOND BREAKTHROUGH, HOWEVER, 
WAS SOMETHING | HADN'T EXPECTED. 


WHAT HAD TAKEN VIRION DECADES TO 
ACHIEVE HAD ONLY TAKEN ME TWO 
AND A HALF YEARS. 


THE INTEGRATE PHASE. 
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MEANWHILE IN XYRUS CITY... 


HOW IS IT THAT OUR EIGHT-YEAR-OLD 
DAUGHTER STILL MANAGES TO PLAY 
SO HARD THAT SHE JUST PASSES OUT 
ON THE FLOOR? 


TO HER DEFENSE, 
AFTER LILIA HAD HER AWAKENING, 
ELLIE HAS BEEN TRAINING REALLY HARD 
TO CATCH LP. 


| HOPE THAT'S 
THE CASE. 


SHE'S BEEN EERILY 
REMINDING ME OF HOW 
YOU WERE BACK 
IN THE DAYS. 





THE RING MUST BE 
BROKEN... 
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THANK GODS 
YOU'RE AWAKE! 





G-GLOVE... 


CRYSTAL... 
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W-WHERE’S 
JASMINE? 
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SHE WAS HIT 
A LOT HARDER BY LUCAS’S SPELL 
AND HEK BODY WASN'T FORTIFIED 
WITH MANA. 





| HAD A MEDICAL 
KIT ON ME SO | TREATED 
THE BURN... 


BUT | THINK THERE MAY BE SOME © 
INTERNAL DAMAGE TOO. 
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ELIJAH... 





TAKE A GEM FROM 
MY GLOVE AND USE IT 
ON HEK. 














HER BREATHING 
LOOKS BETTER 
ALREADY... 





| THINK SHE'S GOING 
TO BE OKAY WITH A FEW 
HOURS OF REST. 


= THANK GOD FOR MOMS 
| HEALING BEADS. 





AH... 
| HAVEN'T FELT THIS BAD 
SINCE | WAS FOUR. 








GOOD TIMES... 
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PAPA! 
YOU'RE AWAKE 
Now! 








| LISTENED TO YOU AND 
STAYED AWAY... 











OUR EINK STHATH ITS 


2 (CAN! TELE FROM 
$ IMPORTANT! 
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TRUSTY ME}, SYLVIE®. $ 

WEREWJUSTIRESTING © 
NOW: 


Se “4 
a> ©@ @ ¢ 





G0) DO WHAT YOULHAVE 








IEE SOON! 








AKE YOU FEELING 
A BIT BETTER 


Now? 

















GOOD ENOUGH 
TO RUN A MARATHON! 

















ANYWAY, 


| WOULD'VE NEVEK GUESSED THAT NOTE, 
THE LEGENDARY MASKED SWOKDSMAN 
WHO | TESTED TOGETHER WITH, 


WOULD BE SOMEONE 
MY AGE. 








MY MASK! 


IT SEEMED TO HAVE 
FALLEN OFF DURING THE FIGHT. | 
| COULDN'T FIND IT. 





WHAT ABOUT 
MY SWORD?! 





DID YOU SEE THE BLACK STICK 
| CARRIED AROUND?! 


AH, 
OVER THERE... 





| DIDN'T KNOW 
IF IT WAS VALUABLE 
OR NOT, 


BUT | KEPT IT 
JUST IN CASE. 
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THANK YOU... 


FOR SAVING JASMINE 
AND ME... 








AND RETRIEVING MY SWOKD 
WHEN YOU COULD'VE EASILY 
ESCAPED BY YOURSELF. 





REALLY... 


WELL IF I'D 
LEFT YOU THERE 
HALF-DEAD, 





THAT WOULD PUT ME 

ON THE SAME LEVEL 

AS THAT ASS, LUCAS, 
WOULDN'T IT? 


NOT NEARLY. 





I'M MORE CURIOUS WHY YOU 


STAYED RIGHT WHEN THE ELDERWOOD — 
GUARDIAN SHOWED UP! 


| SAW JASMINE TRYING 
TO GET YOU TO 
LEAVE. 





NEVER B 
HIS PEOPLE! 














| PROMISED SOMEONE 
VERY IMPORTANT TO ME 


THAT | WOULD BECOME A 
BETTER PERSON 


AND CHERISH THE PEOPLE 
AROUND ME. 





YOU SOUND LIKE 
AN OLD MAN. 


WHAT KIND OF LIFE 
HAVE YOU BEEN LIVING UP 
UNTIL NOW TO HAVE TO 
PROMISE SOMEONE 
THAT? 





| SOMETIMES — 
WONDER MYSELF. 





BUT ENOUGH 
ABOUT THAT. 


HOW LONG WAS | OUT 
FOR, ANYWAY? 





HARD TO TELL, 


BUT DEFINITELY 
MORE THAN A DAY. 








IT SEEMS LIKE 


WE'RE GOING TO BE STUCK HERE 
FORK A BIT LONGEK WHILE 
JASMINE RECOVERS, 





SO WE MIGHT 
AS WELL TAKE THIS TIME 
TO GET TO KNOW 
EACH OTHER. 





I'M ARTHUR, 





ARTHUR LEYWIN. 





YOU CAN CALL 
ME ART. 
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SERA S\WAT! 


SO, 
ELIJAH KNIGHT 


OF DARV... 





THIS DOESN'T SEEM 
TO BE NATURALLY 


ARE YOU RESPONSIBLE 
FORK THIS METAL 
SHELTEK? 





| CONJURED IT 
JUST AS THE CAVERN 
CAVED I 





| THINK THE ELDERWOOD 
GUARDIANS BODY WAS SUPPORTING 
THE ENTIRE CAVE. 





HMMM... EVEN IF 
YOU ARE A DEVIANT, 
| KNOW FOR A FACT THAT 
IT’S ONLY POSSIBLE TO 
MANIPULATE EXISTING METAL, 


' NOT CREATE OR © 
CONJURE IT. 





THAT IS, 
ASSUMING YOU 
ARE A DWARF. 


SO MUCH FOR KEEPING 
SECRETS, EH? 








ABOUT IT. 





HOW ABOUT 
THIS... 





"LL TELL YOU 
IF YOU TELL ME 
WHAT YOU DID BACK 
THERE AS WELL. 


YOUR HAIK 
TURNED WHITE! 





AND THERE WERE 
THESE SHINING SYMBOLS 
THAT APPEARED ON 
YOUR BODY?! 


AND YOUR EYES! 
YOUR EYES WERE GLOWING 
PURPLE TOO! 





F-FINE... 
(LL TELL YOU 
ABOUT THAT. 





WELL, 
FOK ONE THING, 
YOU'RE RIGHT ABOUT 
YOUR SUSPICIONS. 


WHILE | WAS RAISED 
IN THE KINGDOM OF DARV, 


I'M NOT SURE WHEKE 
| ORIGINALLY 
CAME FROM. 





ELDEK KAHDEAS, 

WHO HAS TAKEN CAKE OF ME 
SINCE | CAN REMEMBER, ALWAYS 
AVOIDED THE SUBJECT OF 
MY PAKENTS... 


AND MY ONLY 
MEMORIES OF MY CHILDHOOD 
COME IN THESE CONFUSING 
AND PAINFUL FLASHES. 














AND AFTEK THAT HAPPENED, 
ELDER RAHDEAS TOLD ME 
THAT IT WAS TIME TO LEAVE 
AND EXPLORE THE REST 
OF DICATHEN. 


WITHOUT EVEN 


TELLING ME 
WHY. 








IT ALL HAPPENED 
SO SUDDENLY, 


AND IT DOESN'T 
HELP THAT | SOMETIMES 
= EI INI 








IT FEELS LIKE 
THIS ITCH THAT | CAN'T 
QUITE SCRATCH. 





BUT | KNOW 
IT HAS TO DO WITH 
MY POWERS AND WHERE 
| CAME FROM. 
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THAT FISH 
IS NO GOOD, 


THIS ONE 
IS TASTIER... 








MY BAD. 
| DIDN'T MEAN TO TURN THIS 
INTO SOME WEIRD EMOTIONAL 
CONFESSION. 





DON’T WORRY 
ABOLT IT. 


SO WHAT 
ABOUT 
YOU? 


WHAT'S YOUR 
STORY? 





I'M A QUADRA-ELEMENTAL 
AUGMENTER WITH 
TWO DEVIANCES-- 


ICE AND 
LIGHTNING. 








| THOUGHT | WAS A FREAK, 
BUT | GUESS YOU WIN. 





WAIT, BUT WHAT WAS 
WITH THOSE MAKKINGS 
AND COLOR CHANGE? 





I'M ALSO A BEAST 
TAMER. 


WHAT YOU SAW BACK THERE 
WAS ME KELEASING MY 
BEAST WILL. 





BEAST WILL?! _s! 
WAIT... HOW OLD — 
. ARE YOU? 


"| TURNED ELEVEN \ 
A COUPLE OF 
MONTHS AGO. 





HEY! 
I'M OLDER 
THAN YOU! 


| TURN TWELVE 
IN A FEW MONTHS! 





BUT | GUESS ‘N 
THAT'S NOT SOMETHING 
| SHOULD BE PROUD 
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I'M... FINE. 
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OH, 
JASMINE! 


YOU'RE 
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I'M SO SORRY... 
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IT'S OKAY. 


'M FINE, 
JASMINE. 




















T'S NOT OKAY! 





| COULDN'T 
PROTECT YOU 
AGAIN! 


| WAS THE ONE 
BEING STUBBORN 
BACK THERE... 





| SHOULD BE SOKRY FORK 
DRAGGING YOU INTO 
THIS MESS WITH ME. 





= .HAS SHE ALWAYS — 
_ BEEN THIS SMALL? 
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ELIJAH, 
YOU STILL HAVE 
OUR BAGS, 


| HAVE AN EMERGENCY 
MED KIT IN MY BAG. 


IT SHOULD BE ENOUGH 
TO TREAT YOU BOTH. 











THANKS, 
BOTH OF YOU. 





| FEEL A BIT BETTER 


ALREADY. 








IT’S ABOUT TIME 
WE HEAD BACK HOME. 
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SIGN UPON ~~~ APP USING MY 
INVITE CODE: 
‘KYUN663T" 


SO THAT | CAN UPLOAD MORE CHAPTERS 
FASTER FOR THIS AND OTHER SERIES. 
EVERY BIT COUNTS <3 


(TO THOSE WHO ALREADY SIGNED UP, THANK YOU!! 
THIS CHAPTER WOULDNT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE 
WITHOUT YOU <3) 
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REGINALD AND BRALD 
WERE BOTH CONSUMED 
BY THE ELDERWOOD GUARDIA 
BEFORE YOUR LAST FIGHT 
AGAINST IT 





WHAT ABOUT 
SAMANTHA? 


| WAS ABLE 
TO CONJURE A METAL SHELTER 
AROUND HER BEFORE THE 
CAVE-IN SEPARATED US, 


BUT SHE WAS IN PRETTY 
BAD SHAPE, SO I'M NOT SURE 
IF SHE SURVIVED. 


HOW ARE WE 
GOING TO EVEN FIND 
HER IN ALL OF 
THIS RUBBLE? 


EVEN THE ELDERWOOD GUARDIAN’S 
BEAST CORE IS PROBABLY 
LOST SOMEWHERE IN 
ALL OF THIS... 


| WASN'T ABLE TO 
WHILE WE WERE LINDERGROUND, 
BUT | CAN TRY SEARCHING 
FOR HER NOW. 


WPTGPA tA< ROZP 


WPtTAPA t&< SOPL 





SKARZA FOR 
ALL TAFT PS LOST 
WPTAPA YOUR ACAKR<EALPAG 


EISBRAZE 


AND HER HEART'S 
STILL BEATING! 


| THOUGHT THE EARTH'S 
PULSE SPELL ONLY SCANNED 
THE SURFACE OF 


WHO EXACTLY 
IS THIS BOY? 








THAT VINE IS ACTING 
AS A SPLINT FOR 
HER LEG. 


IF YOU REMOVE IT NOW, 
IT MIGHT MAKE HER INJURY 
WORSE. 


HER PULSE 
IS STEADY AND HER 
BREATHING IS 
GOOD. 


THE FEVER IS 
WORRISOME, 


BUT | 
THINK HER LIFE IS IN 
DANGER RIGHT NOW. 


THE SILVER LINING 
IS THAT SHE’S AT LEAST 
UNCONSCIOUS. 


SHOULD 
WE HEAD 
BACK? 


ITLL BE IMPOSSIBLE 


IN THIS MESS... 


LOOKS LIkE 
A PRICELESS 
WILL REMAIN BURIED 
HERE... 
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| AND YOUVE ~ 
; GAINED SOME 
. WEIGHT... 
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T-TH-THAT’S 
A WYVERN, 
RIGHT? 


FOUR LIMBS... 


THAT'S NOT 
A DRAGON, 
RIGHT? 


DON’T LOOK AT ME 
LIKE I'M THE 
WEIRD ONE!! 


THIS IS MY BOND, 
SYLVIE. 











BUT DRAGONS 
WERE THOUGHT TO HAVE GONE 
EXTINCT on CENTURIES 


THAT'S WHY 

| NEED YOU 

TO KEEP HER 
A SECRET. 














Il YEARS OLD, 
ELEMENTAL. 
DEVIANT IN TWO ELEMENTS, 
DRAGON BOND... 
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WHY DIDN'T YOU 
BRING HER WITH Us 
FROM THE START? 





WITHOUT YOUR 
MASK. 


STOP TALKING, 
YOU NEED TO SAVE 
YOUR ENERGY. 


HOLD ON... 
LOOK WHAT... 


| FOUND. 
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NICE WORK, 
SAMANTHA. 


AS FOR THE BEAST CORE, 
WE'LL SELL IT AFTER THINGS 
CALM DOWN AND SPLIT THE PROFITS 
AMONGST US. 


YOU'RE THE ONE 
WHO DESERVES IT. 


DON'T 
LOOK AT Me! 


| DON’T WANT 
IT EITHER! 


DO YOU EVEN KNOW 
HOW MUCH THIS IS WORTH? 
YOU DON’T WANT-- 


THANKS TO YOU, 
I'M ALIVE. 


| THINK IT’S MORE 
THAN FAIR THAT THE ONE 
WHO SINGLE-HANDEDLY 
KILLED IT DESERVES 
THE REWARD. 





THEN THANKS, 
EVERYONE. 


JASMINE, ELIJAH. 
60 TO 


CAN YOU TWO 
THE GUILD HALL AND 
BRING SOME HELP? 


I'LL STAY HERE 
WITH SAMANTHA. 





AH! 
BEFORE WE 
LEAVE... 


I'LL LEAVE YOUR 
STUFF HERE WITH YOU 
IN CASE YOU NEED 
ANYTHING 


NOW THAT | HAVE A BIT OF 
MY MANA BACK, | SHOULD LET 
My PARENTS KNOW I’M OKAY. 


AT LEAST THIS WAY, 
THEY WON'T BE WORRIED 
UNTIL | GET BACK HOME. 





YOU GOT THIS BIG BY 
HUNTING MANA BEASTS 
AND EATING THEIR 


ARE YOU STILL ABLE 
TO TRANSFORM? 








WITH THIS BEAST CORE 
AND My ASSIMILATED BODY, 
| SHOULD BE ABLE TO 
MOSTLY RECOVER... 
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| KNOW HOW RARE 
Le pill oh aad 
aes 






pail ples 
ALREADY GIVEN OUR 
ACCOUNTS. 










LL LET YOU THREE 
GET SOME REST BEFORE 
THE HEARING. 
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WHOAA™ 


WHAT'S ALL THIS 
? 


















| WONDER HOW 
YOU MANAGED TO ESCAPE 
FROM THAT TERROR 
OF A BEAST. 


DID YOU HAVE TO... 












BUT SHE'S ALIVE 
SO | GUESS IT 
WASN'T HER. 
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WHAT'S WITH THIS SUDDEN 
CHANGE OF AIR? 


WHY DOES MY BODY 
FEEL SO HEAVY?! 
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W-WHAT DO YOU THINK 
I'M PAYING YOU 
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IF YOU DO SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS BEFORE 
THE HEARING-- 





MY APOLOGIES. 
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AND | WANTED IT 
BACK. 










LYDIA, PLEASE ESCORT 
MR. WYKES TO THE MEDICAL WARD 
SO HE CAN GET PATCHED LP. 





CAN YOU TWO 
WAIT OUTSIDE 
AS WELL? 


WHILE | UNDERSTAND 
THE SITUATION, IT’S IN YOUR BEST 
INTEREST TO REFRAIN FROM 
PROVOKING MR. WYKES 
LIKE YOU JUST DID. 


| HAVE THE CAPACITY 
TO ERASE THAT BUG’S 
EXISTENCE 


AND My IDENTITY 
REMAINS PROTECTED 
FROM HIS FAMILY. 


MR. BLADEHEART... 


| CAN'T HELP 
BUT THINK THAT 
YOU'RE THREATENING 
MY RIGHT NOW. 











HOW MANY MEN 
AND BEASTS HAS HE KILLED 
FOR HIM TO CAST, 
SUCH A PIERCING 
GAZE? 















.. MY WORDS 
WEREN'T MEANT 
AS A THREAT. 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT, 
| AM DOING THIS IN 
YOUR BEST INTEREST. 









EVEN ASSUMING 
YOU ARE ABLE TO 
KILL LUCAS, 





THE WYKES HOUSE WON'T 
STAY IDLE JUST BECAUSE YOUR 
IDENTITY IS VEILED. 








THEY WILL GO AFTER 
NOT ONLY MISS FLAMESWORTH, 
BUT THE PEOPLE SHE IS 
AFFILIATED WITH. 


BOTH CURRENT... 





AND FORMER... 











UNTIL YOU HOLD ENOUGH POWER 
AND AUTHORITY TO NOT ONLY 
PROTECT YOURSELF, 


BUT THE PEOPLE 
YOU CARE FOR... 









| ADVISE YOU AGAINST 
ANY EXTREME MEASURES 
AGAINST LUCAS. 


AND EVEN IF YOLI'RE STRONG ENOUGH 
TO BRING THE ENTIRE WYKES HOUSE 
DOWN TO THE GROUND, 






IT'LL BE MEANINGLESS LINLESS 
YOU BECOME STRONG ENOUGH TO KILL 
LUCAS’S HALF BROTHER. 













ONTO THE MAIN REASON 
WHY | WANTED TO TALK 
TO YOU ALONE. 


















YOU'RE A SMART MAN 

WHO I'M SURE HAS FIGURED OUT 
THAT HELPING AN INDIVIDUAL SUCH AS 
MYSELF IS NOT ONLY IN THE INTEREST 
OF YOU, 
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BUT 
THE ADVENTURER’S GUILD, 
RIGHT? 





IS HE ARROGANT 
OR JUST THAT 
CONFIDENT? 





AS LONG AS IT’S WITHIN OUR POWER, 
| WOULD GLADLY OFFER ANY ASSISTANCE 
YOU MAY REQUIRE. 








THEN HERE'S 


WHAT | NEED. 
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YOU SCARED ME BACK THERE! 
| SERIOUSLY THOUGHT YOU WERE 
GOING TO KILL LUCAS! 





NOW'S NOT 
THE RIGHT TIME. 






+-SO YOU ARE GOING 
TO KILL HIM? 












I'M STARVING. 





SYLVIE’S WAITING OLITSIDE, 
SO LET'S GRAB A BITE TO EAT 
BEFORE THE HEARING. 
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AFTER REVIEWING 
THE REPORTS, 








ON BEHALF OF 
THE ADVENTURER’S GUILD 
AND THE PANEL 
PRESENT HERE... 


| HEREBY DECLARE 
THE CONJURER, LUCAS WYKES, 
FORMALLY STRIPPED OF HIS 
A-CLASS RANKING... 


FOR SABOTAGE AND ENDANGERMENT 
OF HIS PARTY MEMBERS 
DURING A DUNGEON 
EXCURSION. 





HE IS PROHIBITED 
FROM RE-ENLISTING AS AN ADVENTURER 
UNTIL OTHERWISE STATED 
BY THE GUILD. 





MR. WYKES, 
PLEASE HAND IN 
YOUR CARD. 











ALL HE GETS IS A SLAP 
ON THE WRIST FOR SOMETHING 
THAT WOULD’VE NORMALLY 
PLACED HIM IN PRISON. 





AS FOR THE AUGMENTER, 
NOTE... 





$0 THIS IS) THE. MAN. 
AS | Oo 


GIVEN THE CLEAR ENMITY TOWARD LUCAS WYKES 
AND POSSIBLY THE ENTIRE WYKES FAMILY, 
AS DISPLAYED BY YOUR ACTS OF AGGRESSION 
AGAINST HIM... 









ON BEHALF OF THE PANEL 
AND THE ENTIRETY OF 
THE ADVENTURER’S GUILD... 


BANNED FROM XYRUS CITY FOR 
THE DURATION OF LUCAS WYKES’ 
ATTENDANCE AT XYRUS 
ACADEMY. 








BJECT TO 
THIS PUNISHMENT! 












WHY AM | TO BE PENALIZED 
FOR AN ACT OF JUSTICE AGAINST 
LUCAS’S BETRAYAL IN THE DUNGEON?! 





THIS IS NOT UP 
FOR DISCUSSION! 





WE ARE AWARE 
OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES, 
WHICH IS WHY WE CHOSE 
NOT TO REVOKE 
YOUR LICENSE. 











YOU WILL BE ALLOWED 
TO CONTINUE YOUR CAREER 
AS AN ADVENTURER 
AS LONG AS WE DO NOT CATCH 
YOU NEAR MR. WYKES 
OR HIS FAMILY. 











WHAT ABOUT 
HIS IDENTITY?! 








HE COULD EASILY 
TAKE HIS MASK OFF 
AND SLIP INTO THE CITY 
TO POTENTIALLY HARM 
ME OR My FAMILY! 








MR. NOTE’S IDENTITY 
WILL BE RECORDED ONCE 
THIS SENTENCING IS OVER, 
MR. WYKES. 










YOU WILL NOT BE INFORMED 
OF HIS OR HIS FAMILY’S IDENTITY, 
TO UPHOLD PEACE, 





BUT SELECT GUILD HALL MAGES 
WILL KEEP TABS ON MR. NOTE’S 
WHEREABOUTS, MASKED OR NOT. 






THIS IS NOT 
UP FOR DEBATE, 
MR. WYKES! 


THE SENTENCING IS 
NOW OVER. 

















IF YOU KNOW 
WHAT'S GOOD FOR YOU, 
YOU'D BEST BE AT LEAST 

FIVE CITIES OVER FROM ME 

AT ALL TIMES! 






IDLE THREATS 
AS YOU RUN AWAY 
MAKE YOU SEEM 











PLEASE, COME WITH ME, 
I'LL ESCORT YOU OUT 
OF THE BUILDING. 


NO NEED TO 
TROUBLE YOURSELF. 





I'LL ESCORT 
MR. NOTE HERE OUT 
THROUGH THE BACK. 












| TRUST THIS LITTLE CHARADE 
WAS TO YOUR SATISFACTION, 
MR. NOTE? 





THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 










| JUST SINCERELY HOPE THAT 
| CAN TRUST YOU TO NOT CAUSE 
ANY FURTHER TROUBLE. 


WE WILL NOT BE ABLE 
TO HIDE THE TRUTH FROM 









I'M MORE CAREFUL 
THAN | LOOK, 
YOUR HONOR. 





| PREDICT THAT 
THERE WILL BE A TIME 
WHEN WE WILL CALL UPON YOU 
FOR A FAVOR. 





AND IT WOULD BE MUCH 
APPRECIATED IF YOU REMEMBER 
WHAT WE DID FOR YOU TODAY. 
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| SEE THAT THE HEADS 
OF THE ADVENTURER’S GUILD 
ARE QUITE RESOURCEFUL. 





AT LEAST YOU HAVE THE SENSE 
TO KNOW WHOM TO BACK. 





I'LL REMEMBER. 














KASPIAN 
WAS RIGHT... 






WHAT A TRULY 
FRIGHTENING INDIVIDUAL. 
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DID YOU NOT 
WANT TO GO VISIT 
SAMANTHA? 


| THINK IT'D BE 
BETTER IF | DON’T 
VISIT HER SO 
SOON. 





YOU SHOULD 
STILL CHECK UP 
ON HER LATER 

ON THOUGH. 











WELL, | GUESS 
WE'LL BE PARTING 
WAYS SOON. 









| FORGOT 
YOU'RE NOT 
FROM SAPIN. 





IF YOU DON’T HAVE ANY PLANS, 
| WAS ACTUALLY THINKING 
YOU COULD STAY WITH US BEFORE 
WE GO TO SCHOOL. 














YES, AN INSTITUTION 
WHERE CHILDREN AND TEENS 
ARE TAUGHT TO-- 






| KNOW WHAT 
A SCHOOL IS!! 












IT’S JUST THAT 
| HAD NO PLANS OF 
GOING TO SCHOOL. 









THAT PART OF WHY YOU'RE TRYING 
$O HARD CLIMBING THE RANKS AS AN 
ADVENTURER IS TO MAKE 
A NAME YOURSELF. 






IT WOULDN'T HURT FOR YOU 
TO GET AN EDUCATION FROM 
XYRUS ACADEMY. 





I'M SORRY 
| STILL DON’T 
FOLLOW. 







HOW WOULD | EVEN GET 
INTO THE BEST MAGIC SCHOOL 
IN THE CONTINENT? 








| MIGHT MEET 
THE QUALIFICATIONS, 





BUT DON’T YOU NEED LIke 
MASSIVE AMOUNTS OF MONEY 
AND CONNECTIONS 
TO GET IN? 


JUST LET YOUR BIG BROTHER 
WORRY ABOUT THAT. 





YOU JUST NEED 
TO BRING YOUR BODY AND 
I'LL HANDLE THE REST. 





CAN YOU NOT 


SAY IT IN THAT 
TONE? 








JASMINE, CAN YOU TAKE 

ELIJAH BACK HOME? | HAVE J 
\ SOMETHING |NEED TO | 
TAKE CARE OF FIRST. , 


| STILL HAVEN'T 
AGREED TO ANYTHING YET, 
YOU KNOW. 














LUCAS IS GOING 
TO BE ATTENDING XYRUS 
ACADEMY AS WELL. 







ARE YOU OKAY 
LEAVING ME ALONE 
WITH HIM? 


AH, 
| WONDER 
WHAT CLASSES 
| SHOULD TAKE... 


THANKS AGAIN... 






















I'M GLAD YOU TOOK SOME 
PRECAUTIONS SENDING 
THOSE TWO OFF FIRST. 














THANKS FOR GETTING 
THE JUDGE TO PLAY ALONG WITH 
MY LITTLE PLAN. 





| DON’T THINK 

LUCAS WILL BE 
SUSPICIOUS 

ANYTIME SOON. 








I'M SIMPLY GLAD THAT 
THIS HAS WHOLE THING HAS 

BEEN SOLVED WITHOUT 
ANYONE DYING. 


PEOPLE HAVE DIED. 









DON’T FORGET 
THAT. 


O-OF COURSE. 
MY MISTAKE. 


MY INTENT WASN'T 
TO STIR A FIGHT. 





| SIMPLY WANTED TO 
SEND YOU OFF WITH A LITTLE 
PARTING GIFT. 





WHAT'S THIS FOR? 















IT’S SO YOU CAN 
TAKE SOME EXTRA 
PRECAUTIONS OUT 





“PRECAUTIONS,” HUH? 
DAWN’S BALLAD 
WON'T: BEvA" PROBLEM 
AS LONG AS | DON’T 
DRAW IT. 













| GUESS THE 
ONLY POTENTIAL PROBLEM 
IS THAT LUCAS HAS SEEN 
SYLV-- 
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WILL THIS BE ENOUGH?? 












THANK YOU! 
COME AGAIN! 







| CAN'T BELIEVE | HAD 
SPEND MOST OF MY GOLD ON 
DVAY DIMENSION RING JUST BARELY 
WN) ABLE TO FIT A SWORD AND 

BEAST CORE. 


WITH THIS, 
MY PREPARATIONS FOR A NORMAL 
SCHOOL LIFE IS COMPLETE. 








HELSTEA MANOR, 
PLEASE. : 












| WONDER 
WHAT, ITLL BE LIKE 
TO BE A NORMAL 


STUDENT, 
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YOUR BIG BROTHER 
IS HO-- 





























f — | SAID, —- 
“WELCOME BACK,” eee 
\ BIG BROTHER. » 


















ITS GOOD 
TO BE BACK. 










NOW, HOW 
ABOUT YOU LET 
ME GO? 


THAT DEPENDS. | 
ARE YOU GOING TO 





LEAVE AGAIN? 













COME ON 
THEN, 





ELEANOR IS GROWING 


UP SO FAST. 








SOON... 





GO AWAY, 
BROTHER! 
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I'M GOING 
| ON A DATE WITH 
. DECAPRIARDUS IV! 
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ARTHUR! 





































IS YOUR HAIR 
THE ONLY THING 
\ THATS GROWING? 





| COULD SAY THE 
SAME THING ABOUT YOUR ' 
BEARD. IT’S EVEN MORE 
UNRULY THAN j 
BEFORE! 











ARE YOU 
TRYING TO COVER 

YOUR WRINKLES 

WITH IT? 












HEY! 
THATS MY UNRULY 
| HUSBAND YOU'RE TALKING , 


ee 

















LL SKIP THE 
PART OF THE WORKIED 
MOTHER THIS 
TIME. 











I'M JUST GLAD 
THAT YOU'RE BACK 
IN ONE PIECE. 











THANKS... 
MOM, 





SORRY FORK 
ALWAYS WORRYING 
YOU. 
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AHEM! 


NOT TO RUIN 
THE MOOD. 







f BUT WE \ 

WOULD ALSO LIKE TO 
WELCOME BACK 
YOUR SON. 















"| TOLD YOU TO . 
Y STAY QUIET SO THEY 2 

\ COULD HAVE THEIR / 
\ MANDAAENIT | 
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STORY BY ART BY 
TURTLEME FUYUKI25 


PRESENTED BY 
TAPAS MEDIA 


QUALITY CONTROL BY 
KISAI ENTERTAINMENT 


MAIN ASSISTANTS/ALKALENZ 
STORYBOARD ASSISTANT/PUTRI 
COLORING ASSISTANTS/CHIBONIIE & YUEJI 
LINING ASSISTANT/MIKAGE 


PROJECT MANAGER 
SERA SWAT! 


EDITORS 
GABRIELLE LUU & AKY 





f LOOKING —_\ 
FOR SOMETHING? } 


-MA\ COUPLE FACES (/EZ 
fa MISSING... A) | 








JASMINE LEFT 
THIS LETTER FOR YOU 

BEFORE SHE LEFT AGAIN ON | 
A MISSION WITH THE 

TWIN HORNS. 








SHE LEFT 
ALREADY? 






ARTHUR, 
HAD FUN. 
THANKS. 
SEE YOU LATER. 
LOY SINCERELY, 
JASMINE. 
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HOW VERY... 
JASMINE. 














IT'S A SHAME 
| COULDN'T SEE 
HER OFF. 






THE TWIN 
HORNS ARE LIKE WARTS 
YOU CAN'T GET 
RID OF. 















WELL, 
NOW | KNOW 
WHERE JASMINE 
WENT. 





BUT, 
WHERE'S... 












IF YOU'RE 
LOOKING FORK LILIA, 
YOU'RE RIGHT. 





SHE’S ALSO 
NOT HERE, OUR 
DAUGHTER 








OUR LILY IS 





BIEL 


SHE STARTED . 
ATTENDING LAST FALL £ 
AND-- 





OWOWOWOWOW 








wow! 
THATS GREAT 
TO HEAR! 













IT’S ALL 
THANKS TO YOU, 
ARTHUR. 











THE HELSTEAS 
WILL FOREVER BE 
IN YOUR DEBT. 





SHE'S RIGHT! 
WE WOLULD'VE NEVER 
IMAGINED THAT AFTER GENERATIONS | 
OF NOTHING, A MAGE 
WOULD COME OUT OF 


TIC JclerTrcaA LMAiec! 
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I'M NOT SURE 
ABOUT DEBT, 
BUT... 








| MIGHT HAVE 
A FAVOR OR TWO 
IN MIND. 




















NOW THAT 
WE KNOW WHERE 
EVERYONE IS... 



















TELL US 
ALL ABOUT YOUR 
DUNGEON Dive! 
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| [ARE YOU A KID \ 
-\ OR SOMETHING? 1 










LET'S See, 
WHEKE DO | 
START... 
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W-WOW... 
WHAT A RIDE... 













AND HERE | THOUGHT 
MY ANNUAL TAX RESULTS 
WERE INTERESTING. , 
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AN ELDEKWOOD 
GUARDIAN! 





TO THINK YOU 
ACTUALLY FOUGHT 
AND KILLED A MANA BEAST 
THAT MY PARENTS USED TO 
BRING UP TO SCARE ME 
INTO BEHAVING WHEN 
| WAS A CHILD... TA 






ON THE TOPIC OF 
MAGIC AND MONSTERS, 


WRAL SILAGE AKE 7UU ) 
CURRENTLY AT, DAD? / 





vy. 7 


ee 


| SO, I'VE ACTUALLY \ 
| BEEN STUCK AT THE BOTTLENECK 
OF THE DARK ORANGE STAGE 

SINCE YOU LEFT. 















NO MATTEK HOW MUCH 
| | MEDITATE AND PURIFY MANA, lo 
: | CAN'T SEEM TO 
BREAK THROUGH. 









— USE THIS THEN. 











| HAD TO USE 
A BIT OF IT WHILE 
| WAS HEALING, 





BUT THERE SHOULD 
BE MORE THAN ENOUGH 
\ MANA IN THIS BEAST CORE | 
\ TO HELP YOU BREAK = / 
THROUGH. 
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A-ALICE, 

YOUR $-SON 
| BROUGHT QUITE 
\. THE PRESENT. / 


| CAN'T EVEN IMAGINE 
| WHAT AN S-CLASS BEAST | 
_ CORE WOULD FETCH FOR. / 
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FOR THE , 
AMOUNT OF WORRYING 
HE CAUSED ME, _/ 





'M STILL 
WEIGHING 
WHETHER IT WAS 









WORTH IT. 







TAKE IT, 
DAD. 
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YOU'LL NEED 
THAT IF YOU WANT 
TO CATCH UP 







YOU CAN'T LET 
YOUR SON LEAVE YOU 
IN THE DUST, 
RIGHT? 








(LIGHT ORANGE 












~ SWEET MOTHER 
4 OF... THAT'S JUST 
A RIDICULOUS. 
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DON'T CRY WHEN 
YOUR OLD MAN BEASTS 
YOU DOWN THE NEXT TIME 
WE DUEL, THEN. 





YOU'RE ON. 
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